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coloured lanterns, and food was placed there for the use of the
spirits. On the third day hundreds of miniature vessels were sent
to sea freighted with food for the spirits on their return voyage.
Thus the spirits make two voyages every year.
Mr. HYDE CLARKE said that in the consideration of the re-entry
to the house it must be taken into account that in the Persian
example, as in many others, the house would be terraced on the top,
with an approach from below. In most cases the houses are isolated,
and as there is no exit elsewhere from the terrace it is naturally
suggestive as an entry for the ghost. With regard to not mention-
ing the name of the dead, it must be borne in mind there is equal
superstition as to mentioning the name of the living, as of a husband.
So also the sacred name of a city. The name is the spiritual essence
of the ghost and the Ka. A character for name is the round or
circle, and this is perhaps the origin of the cartouche encircling
names in hieroglyphics, etc. He might mention one legend as to the
connexion of the dead and the living in Slav countries, which he
had learned from a Servian friend, in whose family an example had
happened, and which he believed was included in the MSS. of the
folk-lore of Servia prepared for the press by Madame Mijatovich.
There is a superstition of a mysterious connexion between those
members of a family born in the same month, who are denoted in
Slav as " Same month ", and of whom of course there are many
examples, as we may observe that even in a family of six the births
will be severally in three or four months, and not in separate months
for each. On a child dying there was great fear for the sister of
the " same month," and it was considered necessary to preserve her
from the danger or certainty of a similar premature death. A
hobble was got in with which horses of the herd are hobbled on the
plain, and the living was hobbled by the leg to the dead. An exorcist
then repeated the necessary formula, and to him was handed a piece
of silver money (about a shilling) which had been given or begged.
The child lived, which is a testimony, and of course a confirmation,
of the efficacy of the process.
Mr. FRAZER, in reply, expressed his deep gratification at the
interest which Mr. Tylor had expressed in his paper. It was the
writings of Mr. Tylor which had first interested him in anthropology,
and the perusal of them had marked an epoch in his life. He fully
agreed with an observation of the President, that it would be hazard-
ous to assume that when in modern times a man dresses very
carefully on such momentous occasions as going into battle (as
General Skobeleff used to do), we had here a relic of the old feeling
which prompted people to dress a dying man in his best clothes. On
the other hand, he was inclined to think that in the modern reluctance
to mention the name of a person recently deceased we had a relic (of
course quite unconscious) of the old belief that a dead man will hear
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